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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, January 8th, the Wright Flyers held the 
monthly membership meeting at the Monticello 
Middle School room #29. This was the fourth in a 
series of seven monthly meetings held indoors for 
club business and entertainment. 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:07 PM by 
presiding officer Joel Dirnberger (VP). There were 4 
officers and 6 members present. 
 A motion to approve the December meeting 
minutes as published in the January newsletter was 
made, seconded and affirmed by voice vote.
 Treasurer Perry Dziuk reported that he collected 
$300 in membership dues and incurred no expenses 
for the past month. The current balance in the 
treasury is $4480.25. Perry had the club financial 
summary for 2012 prepared and handed out copies to 
the attendees of the meeting. This financial statement 
will be published in the February newsletter.
 Joel Dirnberger distributed sign-up fliers for the 
club build he organized and said that he would take 
“reservations” for the build through the February club 
meeting before he finalizes quantities of supplies 
needed to support the build on March 2nd.
 Jeff Nelson reported that he is waiting for Aqua 
Green lawn service to send him a quote for mowing 
the field in 2013.
 Joel said that he has changed the source of the 
weather data on the club web site from the station on 
the field to one located a couple of miles away near 
the the Monticello school campus. That station has 
been running more reliably than the one on the field at 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, February 12th, 2013. 

It will be held in Room 29 of  the Monticello 
Middle School. 

Montissippi Park.
 Joel reported that Garth Landefeld has met with a 
family owned craft & hobby store opening for business 
in St. Michael next month. The owners are looking for 
input for RC products to carry that would prompt our 
club members to patronize their shop. 
 Clair Madsen made a presentation of his research to 
get a “hard surface” runway for our flying field at 
Montissippi Park. Clair had tried to contact operators 
of the shutdown paper mill in Sartell, but the plant is 
only staffed with security guards at present and the 
names and phone contacts the guards provided have 
not been responsive to Clair's inquiries. So Clair did 
some research on what other clubs did and contacted 
US Fabrics, Inc., makers of Geotextile mat material 
which is readily available for purchase and used by 
many clubs for their runway surfaces. Based on 
material cost that Clair identified for a 43 foot wide by 
390 foot long runway, the price would be about $4100. 
He found a well written paper by the Los Alamos 
Aeromodelers based in northern New Mexico that 
gives helpful do's and don't for such a project.
 The meeting was adjourned at at 7:47 PM

Show & Tell
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Jeff Pederson brought in some examples of pilot 
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busts he has been molding for use in RC aircraft. He 
was motivated to do this from how poor the selection 
is for accurate scale sizing he could find for pilot 
figures. If club members are interested in what he has 
or ideas about what they like in other styles and scales, 
contact Jeff to see if he can design something to your 
liking.
 Leo Davids brought in a quadcopter that was one of 
the models his newsletter article was based on. It was 
the Helimax 1SQ that Tower Hobbies carries. This 
model was controlled through Leo's JR XP783 radio 
using the AnyLink transmitter module that Hobbico 
uses for many of their transmitter ready products. The 
1SQ quadcopter, hovers and flies like a helicopter and 
can do flips with appropriate transmitter programming 
and skillful piloting.

Upcoming Events
RC Auction - The TCRC club is holding their 37th 
annual auction for RC aircraft on Saturday, February 
9th. The location is the same as last year, Cross Point 
Church - 98th Street and France Avenue, Bloomington 
Minnesota. Walk-up registration opens at 7:30AM on 
the 9th. The auction will begin at 9:30AM. Admission 
with bidders card is $3. Advanced registration ends 
February 7th. Go to the club web site for details. 
www.tcrconline.com.
WFRC Group Build - We are planning a repeat of 
the BluFO Foam Fun Flyer build that was done in the 

spring on Saturday, March 2, 2013. See the flyer 
included with this newsletter for more details.

Wright Flyers Club Dues
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 The 2013 season club dues are payable starting in 
January. The basic adult membership is $50. Juniors 
under 16 year are $35. With an adult membership, each 
family member is an additional $10. We prefer checks 
payable to the Wright Flyers RC Club. The dues can be 
given to club secretary or treasurer, brought to a club 
meeting or mailed to the club PO box. We would like 
an application form filled out with every dues payment 
even if  you are renewing your membership.
 The club charter package for our AMA affiliation 
has been received and will been submitted to AMA 
after our meeting on February 12th. The club roster 
that AMA sent with the package shows that 11 of last 
year's 41 members had not renewed their AMA 
membership as of January 8th. If you are among these 
tardy folks, please get your AMA renewal taken care 
of. Fortunately, all of the club officers are current on 
their AMA, which is required to have our AMA club 
charter issued.

Micro Model Flying, Fix'em or Pitch'em
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 Two of the most prolific producers of micro RC 
airplanes are Hobbico/Flyzone and Horizon/
Parkzone. Their offerings span from scale to sport, 
military to civilian, all done in foam using ultra 
miniature power and control systems to keep the total 
weight well below 50 grams. They come fully 
constructed and range in price from $60 to $150 a 
piece. If you don't like a toy-like transmitter, they are 
capable of being flown off the nicer “hobby grade” 
transmitters that companies like JR, Futaba, Hitec and 
Spektrum make for general RC use.
 So if you are going to fly these neat little models, the 
question becomes, how much repair effort do think 
they are worth to keep them flying. Make no mistake, 
they are very fragile. You begin to appreciate that when 
you see the elaborate protective boxes they are 
packaged in. A micro's saving grace for durability is its 
light weight and flying speed. This helps to make them 
as survivable as a 2-3 pound aircraft traveling at 30-40 
mph. But they still will sustain damage, so for some of 
us, our investment at this price point needs re-
assurance in the form of  available spare parts. 
 The aforementioned makers of these micros have 
more than obliged the user, offering a vast selection of 
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parts, in some cases enough to build a model from 
scratch. The only rub is that the plane is crafted out of 
pieces of fragile foam without a lot of consideration 
for successful dis-assembly. The adhesives used will be 
stronger than the base foam material that the parts are 
made of. And if problems develop that require work 
on the power system or servos, the fuselage has to be 
split open. Repairing broken wings, tail surfaces and 
landing gear can be difficult to make structurally sound 
and still retain center of gravity without detrimental 
weight gain. Not to mention, things start to look ugly 
in a hurry.
 I'll give credit to Horizon for addressing this rather 
candidly. If you go to the Horizon web site and find 
the Parkzone micro F4U Corsair, their John Redman 
has done a series of videos that show him replacing 
parts on the Corsair which is representative of many 
of their other micro planes. Up front, he admits that 
he broke a good fuselage trying to replace the wing on 
his first try. John proposes that the fuselage seams can 
be split with a razor knife, old parts tugged apart, new 
parts glued in with foam safe CA and fuselage closed 
up with clear adhesive tape.
 John's technique does work but there are some 
down sides to it. Horizon tends to use a soft silicone 
type adhesive which can lend itself to being cleanly 
sliced with a razor knife. However, for joints glued 
with permanently sticky or rock hard adhesives, a knife 
split is going to be very ragged. For that, a technique 
of debonding the glue without harming the foam has 
been advocated in some of the popular online RC 
forums. The debonding agent has to be foam safe, so 
things like CA debonder, ketones or acetone are not 
your solvent of  choice. 
 One often suggested solvent for Hobbico/Flyzone 
models is lighter fluid (naphtha). Be warned that it is 
quite flammable and very runny so needs to be applied 
carefully. Possibly a safer alternative would be the 
popular adhesive remover, Goo Gone. Another might 
be common mineral spirits paint thinner. These might 
not have the penetrating power of naphtha but should 
soften many adhesives without attacking the foam. 
And in this day and age they are probably a lot more 
readily available than naphtha.
 When it comes to repairing dings and dent on these 
these micros where structural integrity is not an issue, I 
like two products that I often use in conjunction with 
each other. First is a light-weight filler, Hobbico 
Hobbylite. I've heard that this is nothing more than 
overpriced home improvement light spackle. But I find 

this hobby product has a consistency that lends itself 
better to the task. The second product for cosmetic 
repair is Apple Barrel brand acrylic craft paint. The 
vast color selection of this line of water based paint 
allows direct application or blending to make close 
color matches to your model's trim scheme. Either or 
both of these products sand very easily without 
abrading of  the surrounding foam they are applied on.
 The other benefit of the Apple Barrel paint is how 
well you can mix Hobbylite with it to get a whole 
range of consistency for filling and feathering. The 
Hobbylite comes in either white or balsa color, but 
using the acrylic paint gives you a tinting capability to 
help disguise patches.
 Another staple of micro foam repair for me and 
many others is so-called canopy glue. It is often 
branded as either RC-56 or Formula 560 by Pacer 
technology. It is a water-base white glue than dries 
transparent. Canopy glue bonds well to porous and 
non-porous material and dries to a resilient rather than 
brittle bond. It certainly isn't as quick to use as foam-
safe CA or fast cure epoxy but flows out and makes a 
smoother strong repair. I wouldn't even consider the 
urethane (a.k.a., Gorilla) glue as suitable for these 
delicate foam repairs due to its expanding nature and 
hardness when trying to dress/sand it out.
 One of my favorite repair products is water based 
polyurethane (WBPU) finish. Acrylic craft paint has a 
dead flat finish whereas the WBPU can be found in 
satin and semi-gloss if the model finish needs to be 
matched closer. The WBPU also makes a good 
“doping” agent for laying down light fiberglass or 
silkspan reinforcement. I was even able to dope down 
20# copy paper onto foam picnic plate material to 
come up with the micro equivalent of Dollar Tree 
foam construction board. This enabled me to graft a 
thin airfoil section to a chewed up foam wing rather 
than replace the whole wing.
 One seemingly simple repair that can go awry is 
changing a prop. A typical prop shaft is very small with 
a spline or threads that secure the prop. Often there 
are some adhesives applied for extra measure. Some 
manuals suggest pinching the shaft with needle nosed 
pliers just behind the prop while pulling/twisting the 
prop to get it free. But there may not be much room to 
grip the prop shaft without chewing up the cowling. 
The better approach seems to be using a pair of 
electrical side cutters to split open the prop hub. This 
approach should be less likely to beat up the plane or 
break the motor/gearbox loose inside the fuselage. 
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 I realize these ideas present a lot more work than a 
quick glue or tape repair until you are so fed up with 
the flying characteristics that you retire the model. So 
this might only appeal to the a few of us who might 
have bought these micros if they had been offered as a 
kit instead of ready to fly. But the parts and techniques 
are out there to help keep them looking and flying like 
new if  you are so inclined.  
 About the author: You may wonder what caused 
me to want to ramble on about 
this topic. I have built up a fleet 
of four micro aircraft thus far. 
The first, the F-86 Saber micro 
EDF has suffered a number of 
“face plants” and a blown fan 
that required splitting open the 
fuselage. But the heart-breaker 
was when my Flyzone SE5a 
WWI fighter suffered a nasty 
midair in the Metrodome after 
only about a dozen flights. I 

didn't want to just cobble it back together after the 
detailing I had lavished onto it prior to the midair. So 
I’m aspiring to work towards a degree from the college 
of  micro repair.

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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